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France ready for EU digital travel
pass scheme: How will it work?
(SUM) Following the launch of the EU’s digital pass gateway system, we
look at how the plan aims to make travelling in Europe more
straightforward
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People in France are one step closer to travelling within Europe without needing to
quarantine or take a Covid test following the launch of the EU’s digital pass

1

gateway system.
The technical system which underpins the pan-EU Digital Covid CertiMcate went
live on June 1, with Bulgaria, Czechia, Denmark, Germany, Greece, Croatia and

1 day ago

(/French-news/Coronavirus-Daily-updates-on-thesituation-in-France)

Poland being connected to the gateway.

2

Other countries, including France, are technically ready to implement the system,

(https://www.connexionfrance.com/French-news/Digital-minister-outlines-

(/French-news/What-s-new-for-residents-in-France-inJune-2021-the-key-changes-to-know-about)

France-s-health-pass-for-travel-and-events)

3

Also known as a "vaccine passport" the digital certiMcate is intended to be
recognised across the European Union.

What will it do?
It will demonstrate that the holder has been vaccinated against Covid-19, or has

(/French-news/New-UK-to-France-Covid-travel-rulesForms-and-13-essential-reasons)

4

virus within the past six months.
Member states have yet to agree whether a PCR or antigen tests are acceptable,
Read more: How to get a Covid vaccine QR code in France - and why you may

(/Comment/Your-views/I-deserve-a-gold-star-forchoosing-to-raise-my-five-kids-in-France)

vaccine-QR-code-in-France-and-why-you-may-need-it)

5

EU member states will allow entry to travellers who are fully vaccinated with one

UK-France travel: Must I selfisolate in the first place I
arrive to?
26 May 2021

of the four European Medicines Agency-approved vaccines: PMzer/BioNTech,
Individual states may also decide to accept travellers who have had other vaccines

I deserve a gold star for
choosing to raise my five kids
in France
6 days ago

need it (https://www.connexionfrance.com/French-news/How-to-get-a-Covid-

Moderna, AstraZeneca and Johnson & Johnson.

New UK to France Covid travel
rules: Forms and 13 essential
reasons
3 days ago

recently returned a negative test or has acquired immunity after contracting the

and it may be that nations set their own test standards.

What’s new for residents in
France in June 2021?
2 days ago

while a few remain in the test phase.
Read more: France to introduce pass sanitaire from June 9

Coronavirus: Daily updates on
the situation in France

(/Practical/Your-Questions/UK-France-travel-Must-I-selfisolate-in-the-first-place-I-arrive-to)

- such as Russia's Sputnik V, which is used in Hungary - or World Health
Organisation-authorised ones, such as China's Sinopharm.
If required, travellers can present authorities with a QR code, digitally via their
smartphone or tablet, or printed on paper. The code contains information proving
that the holder is vaccinated, is immune, or has recently tested negative.

Does that mean we will not have to quarantine if we travel from one EU
country to another?
In theory, yes. But it's possible that individual countries may adopt slightly
different rules based on their health situation at the time, or that in the traveller's
home state.
If a member state wishes to impose such emergency controls, they must inform
their partners 48 hours in advance and travellers can consult the Re-open EU
website (https://reopen.europa.eu/) to track rule changes.
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What about travel with children?
France has announced that children from 12 to 18 can start to be vaccinated from
June 15 (https://www.connexionfrance.com/French-news/EU-authorises-MrstCovid-vaccine-for-children-aged-12-15). Other countries in the EU have already
started offering doses to children after the EMA authorised the use of the
PMzer/BioNTech vaccine for 12 to 15 year olds.
But many will not be fully vaccinated in time to receive a certiMcate by vaccination.
As such, they may be required to take a test, though this has not been conMrmed.
Editor's Picks

What about privacy?
Under EU rules, the certiMcate can only contain data "strictly necessary" to oversee

Can I be an employee of UK
company and work from
France?

safe travel and that the app respects Europe's strict data protection laws.
The certiMcate contains necessary key information such as name, date of birth,

2 June 2021

date of issuance, relevant information about vaccine/ test/recovery and a unique
identiMer. This data remains on the certiMcate and is not stored or retained when a
certiMcate is veriMed in another Member State.

(/Practical/Money/Reader-question-Can-I-be-anemployee-of-UK-company-and-work-from-France)

French government app
‘Simplimmat’ cuts paperwork
on buying a used car

For veriMcation purposes, only the validity and authenticity of the certiMcate is
checked by verifying who issued and signed it. All health data remains with the
Member State that issued the EU Digital Covid CertiMcate.

Where can it be used?

1 June 2021

(/Practical/Transport/French-government-app-Simplimmatcuts-paperwork-on-buying-a-used-car)

France to send second Statue
of Liberty statue to United
States

The EU certiMcate will be valid in all 27 EU Member States, plus Iceland, Norway
and Liechtenstein. So far, some 22 countries have successfully tested the system,
which will be phased in from July 1 to August 12 across the bloc.

What about further a!eld?
EU member states are keen to start receiving visitors from countries like the US,

31 May 2021

(/French-news/France-to-send-second-Statue-of-Libertystatue-to-United-States-in-renewed-relations-move)

Business Sirens and Sirets in
France explained

the UK and Switzerland, for example.
Read more: US airlines ready to add more flights to Europe as Covid retreats
(https://www.connexionfrance.com/French-news/US-airlines-ready-to-addmore-flights-to-Europe-as-Covid-retreats)

20 May 2021

(/Practical/Work/Business-sirens-and-sirets-in-Franceexplained)

The litre of milk and the
revolution that followed in
France

Talks are underway with those governments to ensure certiMcation methods are
mutually recognised, as well as the World Health Organisation and air transport
associations.
Read more: New UK to France Covid travel rules: Forms and 13 essential reasons
(https://www.connexionfrance.com/French-news/New-UK-to-France-Covid-

9 March 2021

(/Mag/Food-and-Drink/The-litre-of-milk-and-the-foodindustry-revolution-that-followed-in-France)
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France's health pass will be used to access certain large events this summer and to facilitate travel around
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By Thomas Brent

1

The government has revealed details of its proposed Covid-19 health pass that will
be used to facilitate travel and the opening of large-scale events in the country
from June 9.
France’s junior minister for the Digital Economy Cédric O set out details of the pass

1 day ago

(/French-news/Coronavirus-Daily-updates-on-thesituation-in-France)

and also explained a separate tool that will function as a digital logbook to allow

2

people to check-in to public places by scanning a QR code, and be alerted if a
Covid-19 case is detected in that place.
France is set to further ease Covid-19 restrictions on June 9, with the opening of
the indoor areas of restaurants, cafés and bars, as well as the reopening of gyms

(/French-news/What-s-new-for-residents-in-France-inJune-2021-the-key-changes-to-know-about)

3

Mr O detailed how the certiKcates and the check-in tool will work in an interview
with Le Parisien, published yesterday (May 24).
of a crisis as exceptional as the Covid, especially to alleviate the restrictions on

What’s new for residents in
France in June 2021?
2 days ago

and other sports halls.

“I believe that modern tools can be used to simplify and improve the management

Coronavirus: Daily updates on
the situation in France

New UK to France Covid travel
rules: Forms and 13 essential
reasons
3 days ago

(/French-news/New-UK-to-France-Covid-travel-rulesForms-and-13-essential-reasons)

freedom that come with lockdowns and closures,” he said.

4

The health pass (pass sanitaire)
This pass will serve two purposes. Firstly, it will allow people to enter certain large

I deserve a gold star for
choosing to raise my five kids
in France
6 days ago

indoor events in France where more than 1,000 people are in attendance. Secondly,
from July 1, it will be used in conjunction with an EU-wide pass to facilitate travel
within the Bloc.

(/Comment/Your-views/I-deserve-a-gold-star-forchoosing-to-raise-my-five-kids-in-France)

The pass will be available in paper form or through France’s Covid-19 track and

5

trace application Tous Anti Covid.

26 May 2021

The application already has a function called “carnet” where the passes will be
stored in the form of a QR code.
Anyone who has been fully vaccinated against Covid-19, tested negative via a PCR

UK-France travel: Must I selfisolate in the first place I
arrive to?

(/Practical/Your-Questions/UK-France-travel-Must-I-selfisolate-in-the-first-place-I-arrive-to)

or antigen test within the previous 48 hours, or who has had a positive Covid-19
test between two weeks and six months prior, will be able to get a certiKcate to
store in the “carnet”.
When the person goes to attend an event that requires the pass for entry, they will
need to present the pass on the application or on paper to the security personnel.

The Connexion Help Guides

The security person will scan the QR code and it will either show green for
accepted or red for rejected.
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Find out more
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Not all large events will require a pass for entry. For example, it will not be
necessary to have one to enter an outdoor theme park. However, large indoor
events grouping over 1,000 people will only be accessible with a pass.
A full list of events that will require the pass will be published by the government in
https://www.connexionfrance.com/French-news/Digital-minister-outlines-France-s-health-pass-for-travel-and-events
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the coming days.

Income Tax in France 2021 (for 2020
income)*

The pass will be available to everyone over the age of 11 in France.

Brexit and Beyond for Britons in
France*

Everyone vaccinated after May 11 will receive a certiKcate with a QR code on it that
can be scanned with the Tous Anti Covid Carnet tool, to store the certiKcate on the
application.

Inheritance Law and Wills in France*

Anyone vaccinated before this date will, from May 29, be able to access their

Owning a Second Home in France*

vaccination certiKcate, with a QR code, through the health insurance website
Ameli.

Understand Currency Exchange*

The “carnet” tool will also work in conjunction with an EU pass that will help
facilitate travel around the 27 Member States this summer. This system is set to be
launched on July 1, with the Knal approval on how they will work expected to be
given at the next meeting of the European Parliament, scheduled for June 7-10.
Read our article about the EU travel certificates here for more information
(https://www.connexionfrance.com/French-news/EU-Covid-health-passapproved-for-travel-use-from-July-1).

The check-in tool
Editor's Picks

Can I be an employee of UK
company and work from
France?
2 June 2021
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French government app
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on buying a used car
1 June 2021

(/Practical/Transport/French-government-app-Simplimmatcuts-paperwork-on-buying-a-used-car)

France to send second Statue
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31 May 2021

France's soon-to-launch check-in tool Signal. Photo: Screenshot / Tous Anti Covid

Another tool will, from June 9, be available through the Tous Anti Covid application.

(/French-news/France-to-send-second-Statue-of-Libertystatue-to-United-States-in-renewed-relations-move)

Business Sirens and Sirets in
France explained

This will be called Signal and be used to check-in to certain establishments in
order to trace the spread of Covid-19.
The Signal tool is already on the Tous Anti Covid application but is not yet
functioning.

20 May 2021

(/Practical/Work/Business-sirens-and-sirets-in-Franceexplained)

The litre of milk and the
revolution that followed in
France

Certain establishments - the inside areas of restaurants, cafés, bars, for example will display a QR code at the entrance. Customers will be asked to either scan the
QR code using the Signal tool or to Kll out a log book with their contact details and
the time that they spend in the establishment.
This practice, in paper format, was in place brieey before France’s second

9 March 2021

(/Mag/Food-and-Drink/The-litre-of-milk-and-the-foodindustry-revolution-that-followed-in-France)

lockdown in October 2020.
The new digital tool will make this easier.
On entering the establishment, the customer scans the QR code through the
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Signal tool
It records the place, date and time of their visit
The customer can leave whenever they wish without any other obligation. You
will automatically be considered to have left after two hours.
The information of your visit will be stored only on your phone
If you test positive for Covid-19, you should signal it on the Tous Anti Covid
application
Any user who signals that they are positive will trigger the application to send
out a code containing all the dates, places and times of their visit to public
establishments to other users. Other users will be notiKed if they have visited
the same place on the same date at the same time (within a two-hour window)
of the person who declares themselves positive
The information will be completely anonymous. It will not store your name,
age, address, etc.
If you spend time in a place where one other customer, who tests positive, has
been, you will receive an amber alert suggesting that you get tested for Covid19, limit contact with other people, and monitor your symptoms
If you spend time in a place where three or more positive cases have been, you
will receive a red alert suggesting you immediately self-isolate and get tested
for Covid-19
All data is erased after two weeks
This check-in tool will not be necessary everywhere. For example, there will be no
need to check-in to terraces or cinemas that are well ventilated.

Read more:
Explained: Covid-19 rules for travel to and from France
(https://www.connexionfrance.com/French-news/Rules-for-travel-to-and-fromFrance-explained-during-Covid-19)
France considering 'amber' listing for UK due to Indian variant
(https://www.connexionfrance.com/French-news/France-considering-amberlisting-for-UK-due-to-Indian-variant)
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